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Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti"ku"vjg"qnfguv"egpvtg"qh"kpvtqfwevkqp"qh"ctdqtgcn"rncpvu"kp"Twuukc0"
Planting of trees, both local and exotic, began soon after the foundation of the city 

*3925+0"Kp"395:"cv"vjg"Mctgn"Kuvjowu."pqv"hct"htqo"Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti."vjg"Nkpfwnq-

vskaya larch grove was established, from seeds of Larix sibirica of Arkhangelsk 

qtkikp0"Vqfc{."48:"{gctu"ncvgt."vjgug"vtggu"jcxg"tgcejgf"vjg"jgkijv"qh"72"o"ykvj"c"
vtwpm"fkcogvgt"qh"3"o"cv"dtgcuv"jgkijv0"Vjg{"ctg"coqpi"vjg"vcnnguv"qh"cnn"vtggu."pc-

tive and introduced, in north-west Russia; but they are not the largest in diameter, 

pqt"vjg"qnfguv"qpgu0
No doubt certain trees of common oak (Quercus robur N0+"oc{"dg"eqpukfgtgf"

coqpi"vjg"qnfguv"nkxkpi"vtggu"kp"cpf"ctqwpf"Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti0"Vjku"urgekgu"itqyu"
yknf"kp"vjku"ctgc"cpf"ku"cnuq"eqooqpn{"ewnvkxcvgf0"Vjg"pqtvjgtp"dqtfgt"qh"kvu"pcvwtcn"
fkuvtkdwvkqp"nkgu"uqogyjcv"pqtvj"qh"Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti0"Qcm"jcu"dggp"ykfgn{"ewnvkxcvgf"
since the times of Peter the Great, and its natural stands were kept and protected 

cu"hct"cu"rquukdng0
Quercus robur"ycu"ogpvkqpgf"d{"I0"Uqdqngxum{"kp"jku"ÑHnqtc"RgvtqrqnkvcpcÒ"

(1799; 1801-1802) with remarks that it grew wild and was also cultivated at the 

ictfgpu0"C0"Kpquvtcpvugx"*3::4+"kp"jku"dqqm"cdqwv"rtg/jkuvqtke"ocp"qh"vjg"Uvqpg"Cigu"
at the coast of Ladoga Lake, reported that on digging the Ladoga Canal, trunks of 

fgcf"qnf"qcmu."wr"vq"472"{gctu"qnf"cpf"wr"vq"308"o""kp"fkcogvgt"ygtg"qhvgp"hqwpf0"
Vjg{"ygtg"dncem."dwv"ykvj"ygnn/rtgugtxgf"vtwpmu"cpf"tqqv"u{uvgou0"Qh"eqwtug."vjg{"
were native, not planted, but it was a disputable question, how they happened to ap-

rgct"cv"vjku"ctgc0"Cnn"jkuvqtkecn"fcvc"cpf"nkvgtcvwtg"eqpÞto"vjg"hcev"vjcv"qcmu"qeewttgf"
kp"vjku"vgttkvqt{"nqpi"dghqtg"Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti"ycu"guvcdnkujgf0"Vjg"qtkikpcn"rtkoct{"
woody vegetation was represented by Betula pubescens, Betula pendula, Alnus 

glutinosa, Alnus incana, Sorbus aucuparia and Populus tremula, with the conifers 

Pinus sylvestris and Picea abies, and a mixture of broadleaved species: Quercus 

robur, Tilia cordata and Ulmus laevis. At this time, broadleaved trees, including 

qcmu."ygtg"qh"tcvjgt"uocnn"ukipkÞecpeg"kp"hqtokpi"vjqug"rtkuvkpg"yqqfu0
We began to develop our interest in old oak trees more than 10 years ago, when 

we visited Dubki Park near the town of Sestroretsk (in the northern environs of 

Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti+0"Vjg"rctm"ycu"guvcdnkujgf"kp"393;."cpf"yg"ygtg"owej"kortguugf"
by the massive oaks there *Hkiwtg"3+0"Yg"dgicp"vq"cpcn{¦g"jkuvqtke"fcvc."xkukvgf"
ugxgtcn""rctmu"cpf"ictfgpu."cpf"ogcuwtgf"vjg"qnfguv"cpf"nctiguv"vtggu0

Vjgtg"ctg"vyq"ockp"egpvgtu"qh"kpvtqfwevkqp"qh"ctdqtgcn"rncpvu"kp"Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti0"
These are the botanic gardens of the Komarov Botanical Institute of the Russian 

Cecfgo{"qh"Uekgpegu"*DKP+"cpf"qh"vjg"Hqtguv/Vgejpkecn"Cecfgo{"*HVC+0"Dqvcpke"
Garden BIN was established in 1714 by the order of Peter the Great as Aptekarsky 

Ogorod (Pharmaceutical garden) to grow medicinal herbs, but since its early years 

vtggu"qh"fkhhgtgpv"mkpfu"ygtg"cnuq"ewnvkxcvgf"vjgtg0"Pgct"vjg"ockp"dwknfkpi"qh"vjg"
Komarov Institute there are two good oaks which may be considered to be the oldest 
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Hkiwtg"30"Qpg"qh"vjg"nctiguv"Q. robur at Dubki Park, Sestroretsk; 36km from 

Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti."Oc{"3."42270
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coqpi"ugxgtcn"vjqwucpf"vtggu"qh"Rctm/Fgpftctkwo"DKP0"Ceeqtfkpi"vq"uqog"fcvc."
vjg{"ctg"cdqwv"472"{gctu"qnf0"Dqvj"vtggu"ctg"jgcnvj{."vjg{"uvcpf"kp"qrgp"uwpp{"rncegu."
pqv"uwrrtguugf"d{"qvjgt"vtggu."cpf"jcxg"ocipkÞegpv"etqypu."cu"ykfg"cu"vcnn0"Vjg"Þtuv"
vtgg"ku"4502"o"vcnn."572"eo"kp"ektewohgtgpeg"cv"dtgcuv"jgkijv."ykvj"vjg"etqyp"450:"
z"4308"o0"Vjg"ugeqpf"vtgg"ku"4602"o"vcnn."567"eo"kp"ektewohgtgpeg"ykvj"vjg"etqyp"
3:07"z"3909"o"*cnn"ogcuwtgogpvu"ocfg"kp"cwvwop"4227+0"Vjgug"vtggu"itqy"kp"vjg"
centre of huge industrial city on Aptekarski Island at the mouth of the Neva River, 

qpn{"5"o"cdqxg"ugc"ngxgn."kp"cp"ctgc"uwdlgev"vq"àqqfkpi0
The park FTA was established later, in the 19th"egpvwt{0"Vjg"Þtuv"rncpvkpiu"qh"

vtggu"jgtg"ygtg"ocfg"kp"3:49/3:4:0"Cv"vjcv"vkog"vyq"qcm"vtggu"ygtg"rncpvgf"jgtg"
*pqv"kp"qpg"{gct"dwv"ykvj"cp"kpvgtxcn"qh"ugxgtcn"{gctu+0"Vjg{"itqy"kp"c"dgcwvkhwn"
incfg."nghv"cpf"tkijv"qh"vjg"gpvtcpeg"vq"vjg"ockp"dwknfkpi"HVC."lwuv"dgjkpf"c"àqygt"
parterre *Hkiwtg"4+0""Cv"rtgugpv."vjg"tkijv/jcpf"vtgg"*yjgp"hcekpi"vjg"dwknfkpi+"jcu"
tgcejgf"4607"o"vcnn."548"eo"kp"ektewohgtgpeg."ykvj"vjg"etqyp"4806"z"4507"o0"Vjg"
tree is in a good condition and has a well-developed main trunk with symmetrical 

dtcpejgu"rtqvtwfkpi"kp"fkhhgtgpv"fktgevkqpu0"Vjg"hwnn{"e{nkpftkecn"vtwpm"hqtmu"cv"6"
o0"Vjg"nghv/jcpf"vtgg"ku"4707"o"vcnn."647"eo"kp"ektewohgtgpeg."ykvj"vjg"etqyp"4702"
z"4404"o0"Vjku"vtgg"ku"cnuq"ykvj"c"ygnn/fgxgnqrgf"etqyp."ykvjqwv"htquv"fcocig."cpf"
ykvjqwv"jqnnqyu"cpf"ukipu"qh"ft{"vykiu0"Cv"vjg"jgkijv"qh"403"o"kv"ku"fkxkfgf"kp"vyq"
ocuukxg"vtwpmu0"Qpg"qh"vjgo"jcu"cpqvjgt"fkxkukqp"uqogyjcv"jkijgt."cpf"kp"igpgtcn"
vjg"etqyp"eqpukuvu"qh"vjtgg"ockp"uvgou."ykvjqwv"c"ngcfgt0"Vjgug"vyq"qcm"vtggu"itqy"cv"
the northern area of the city, less subject to environmental pollution, and at a higher 

gngxcvkqp"eqorctgf"vq"vjg"qvjgt"qcmu"fguetkdgf"jgtg0"Kv"ku"kpvgtguvkpi"vjcv"vjgtg"ctg"
fcvc"qh"Gidgtv"Yqnh"*3;4;+."yjq"ogcuwtgf"vjgug"qcmu"kp"3;460"Jg"rqkpvgf"qwv"vjcv"

Hkiwtg"40 The Forest-Technical Academy park, with two Q. robur"cv"vjg"gpvtcpeg0
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vjg"tkijv"jcpf"qcm"ycu"4507"o"vcnn."cpf"vjg"nghv"qpg"ycu"pgctn{"vjg"ucog"jgkijv0"Vjg"
trunk diameter of the right tree was 90 cm, and of the left one 64 cm, measured at 

;2"eo0"Vjg"fkcogvgt"qh"vjg"etqyp"ycu"39/3:"o0"Vjgtghqtg."kp"vjg"ncuv":2"{gctu."vjg"
height of these trees has remained nearly unchanged while the size of the crown has 

gpnctigf"d{"pgctn{"qpg"cpf"jcnh"vkogu0"Oquv"eqpukfgtcdng"jcu"dggp"vjg"gpnctigogpv"
qh"vjg"fkcogvgt"qh"vjg"vtwpm0"

Vjgtg"ctg"qnf"qcmu"kp"qvjgt"rctmu"qh"Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti"cpf"kvu"gpxktqpu"cu"ygnn0"
Rtkpeg"C0O0"Dgnqugnum{"qypgf"Mtguvqxum{"Kuncpf"ukpeg"3:250"Uqqp"chvgt"vjku."vjg"
rctm"ycu"guvcdnkujgf"ctqwpf"jku"ecuvng"*Octmqx."3;87+0"Wr"vq"vjg"rtgugpv"fc{."ugxgtcn"
qcmu."nctejgu."nkogu."uknxgt"ocrngu"cpf"Ukdgtkcp"rkpg"jcxg"uwtxkxgf"jgtg0"Vjg"qnfguv"
gzkuvkpi"vtggu"jgtg"ctg"vjgtghqtg"cdqwv"422"{gctu"qnf0"Cu"hqt"qcmu."qpg"qh"vjg"nctiguv"
here is a tree standing on the right bank of the Malaya Nevka River near Petrovsky 

Dtkfig."lwuv"cdqxg"vjg"tkxgt0"Kv"ku"3;02"o"vcnn."596"eo"kp"ektewohgtgpeg."ykvj"c"etqyp"
qh"3:02"z"3802"o0"Vjg"ugeqpf"vtgg."pqv"hct"htqo"vjg"Þtuv."ku"uocnngt."dwv"qh"vjg"ucog"
cig<"3602"o"vcnn."537"eo"kp"ektewohgtgpeg"cpf"ykvj"vjg"etqyp"3807"z"3602"o0

A special geobotanical and historical research was carried out of Peter the Great’s 

Guvcvg"ÑDnk¦jpklg"Fwd-

mkÒ"yjkej"gzkuvgf"cv"vjg"
northern sea-shore of 

the Gulf of Finland in 

3945/39590"Vjg"rtqlgev"
was undertaken by a 

group of experts under 

vjg" ngcfgtujkr" qh"Ft0"
Valentina Ukraintseva 

cpf"Ot0"Cpftgl" Tgk-
ocp" *4223+0" Kp" 3;;7"
they measured the cir-

cumference of a dying 

qcm" vtgg" cu" 662" eo0"
Using the method of 

radio-carbon analysis, 

its age was estimated 

to be 570 years, ± 54 

{gctu0"Vjku"ogcpu"vjcv"
fwtkpi" vjg" Þtuv" {gctu"
of Saint-Petersburg’s 

existence, and when 

the Russian Tsar’s es-

tate was being planned, 

this was already a large 

and beautiful tree about 

300 years old or even 

older, and was care-

hwnn{"rtqvgevgf0
Ten years later, in 

summer 2005, we tried 

vq" Þpf" vjcv" xgt{" qcm0"
Two of our excursions 

Hkiwtg"50"The author’s wife, Barbara, gives scale to 

the oldest Q. robur in the Gulf of Finland, nearly 5m 

kp"ektewohgtgpeg0
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ygtg"wpuweeguuhwn0"Dwv"Þpcnn{"yg"ygtg"tgyctfgf"ykvj"vjg"fkueqxgt{"qh"cpqvjgt"qcm"
tree, even larger and apparently older *Hkiwtgu"5.6+0"Vjku"ku"c"yknf"qcm."itqykpi"
in the forest, not in the park or garden, and not near buildings, but there is a small 

possibility that it might have been planted by Swedes who were early inhabitants 

qh"vjku"ctgc0"Yg"gzrtguu"qwt"itcvkvwfg"vq"vjg"nqecn"cocvgwt"qcm"gpvjwukcuv"Otu0"Ktkpc"
Ogfcnkpumc{c."yjq"jgnrgf"vq"Þpf"vjku"vtgg"kp"vjg"yknf"hqtguv"cnqpi"vjg"Iwnh"ujqtg"
qp"3"Qevqdgt"42270"Vjku"kortguukxg"vtgg"ku"4407"o"vcnn"cpf"pgctn{"7"o"kp"ektewo-

hgtgpeg"*6;8"eo+."ykvj"c"ocuukxg"etqyp"qh"44"z"47"o0"*Hkiwtg"7+0""Uvcpfkpi"kp"c"

Hkiwtg"60"The author beneath the ancient Q. robur."Iwnh"qh"Hkpncpf0
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small glade, it looks like a giant 

among dwarfs, compared with 

other, smaller trees of the sur-

tqwpfkpi" hqtguv0"Crrctgpvn{."
this is the oldest tree, the abso-

lute champion among all trees 

growing wild or cultivated in 

the area of Saint-Petersburg 

cpf" hct" ctqwpf0" Nwemkn{." vjku"
tree is in good condition, and 

many young seedlings may be 

hqwpf"wpfgt"kvu"ecpqr{0"Ugxgtcn"
of them we took and planted at 

vjg"pwtugt{"qh"vjg"Mqoctqx"Dqvcpkecn"Kpuvkvwvg0"
But how old might this tree be? The width of its trunk is surpassed by two oaks 

itqykpi"cv"Gncikp"Kuncpf"pgct"vjg"Rcnceg0"K0R0"Gncikp"ycu"c"eqwtvkgt"qh"Mcvjgtkpg"vjg"
Great, and he became the owner of the Island, now named after him, at the end of 

3992u0"Dqvj"qcmu"itqy"kp"cp"qrgp"rqukvkqp"pgct"vjg"oqwvj"qh"vjg"Pgxc"Tkxgt0"Qpg"
qh"vjgo"jcu"vjg"dtqcfguv"vtwpm"qh"cnn"vtggu"kp"vjg"Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti"ctgc0"Kv"ku"892"eo"
kp" ektewohgtgpeg."4807"
m tall, with compact 

etqyp" 3707" z" 3807"o0"
(Hkiwtg"8+0""Cv"7"o"vjg"
tree is divided into two 

ocuukxg" vtwpmu0" Vjg"
lower part the tree is 

partly rotten and de-

stroyed, with a large 

hollow repaired by iron 

ujggvu0" Qp" vjg" pqtvj"
side, nearly half the 

bark is absent up to 

c" jgkijv" qh" 8"o0"Vjg"
second tree is of the 

same height (estimated 

cu"4807"o"vcnn+0"Kvu"vtwpm"
is less massive – 520 

cm in circumference, 

but surpasses all other 

trees in Saint-Peters-

burg, taking the honor-

able second place after 

kvu"pgkijdqt0"Vjg"etqyp"
ku"4709"z"3;08"o."ykvj"
the trunk forked at 3 

o0"Vjku" vtgg" ku" kp" dgv-
vgt"eqpfkvkqp0"Vjg"dctm"
is undamaged, except 

near soil level where 

Hkiwtg"70 Measuring the Gulf of Finland Q. 

robur="6;8"eo"ektewohgtgpeg0

Hkiwtg"80 The largest Q. robur at Elagin Island, and in 

Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti."pgct"Gncikp"Rcnceg0
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vjgtg"ctg"ugxgtcn"uocnn"Þnnkpiu"rtqvgevgf"d{"egogpv0"
Ceeqtfkpi"vq"uqog"nkvgtcvwtg"*Octmqx."3;87="Mqxlc¦kp"gv"cn0."4224+"vjgug"vtggu"

could have been planted in Elagin’s time, as, when the park was established, drainage 

oqfkÞecvkqpu"ygtg"ocfg"cpf"ocp{"vtggu"ygtg"rncpvgf0"Kh"vjku"ku"vjg"ecug."vjgkt"cig"
ecppqv"gzeggf"462/472"{gctu"qnf0"Kp"hcev."vjgug"vyq"qcmu"ctg"owej"qnfgt0"Vjg"ockp"
expert of Central Park of Culture and Rest (which is now situated now at Elagin 

Kuncpf+"Ot0"Cpftgl"T0"Ogvu"ycu"xgt{"mkpf"vq"tgrqtv"vq"wu"vjcv"vjgtg"ku"cp"qtcn"ngigpf."
vjcv"vjg"Þtuv"cpf"qnfguv"qcm"ycu"ugnh/uqyp"*cp"ceqtp"ycu"ftqrrgf"d{"c"fwem+"kp"
37790"Ceeqtfkpi"vq"vjg"ngigpf."vjg"ceqtp"qh"vjg"ugeqpf"qcm"ycu"rncpvgf"d{"Uygfkuj"
Þujgtogp"C0"Rgvgtuuqp."yjq"nkxgf"qp"vjku"kuncpf."kp"cwvwop"3883."cpf"igtokpcvgf"
kp"urtkpi"38840"Vjku"ycu"dghqtg"Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti"ycu"guvcdnkujgf0

The old oak at Kamenny Island was planted, according to legend, personally 

d{"Rgvgt"vjg"Itgcv0"Vjg"vtgg"fkgf"kp"3;::0"Kp"4225"cv"vjcv"xgt{"rnceg."c"{qwpi"qcm"
seedling was planted, in memory of the 300th"cppkxgtuct{"qh"Uckpv/Rgvgtudwti0

There are other old trees in parks and gardens of Saint-Petersburg, which we 

ygtg"nwem{"vq"kfgpvkh{"cpf"qdugtxg."dwv"vjku"ku"c"uwdlgev"hqt"qvjgt"ctvkengu0"Cnn"qh"
them are in need of protection and careful monitoring, in order to prolong their lives 

cu"owej"cu"rquukdng0"Yg"dgnkgxg"vjcv"qcm"vtggu"fguetkdgf"kp"vjku"ctvkeng"yknn"dg"qh"
interest for The International Oak Society, and that they deserve to be included in 

c"Gwtqrgcp"fcvcdcug"qh"qnf"vtggu0"Vjku"ku"c"xgt{"korqtvcpv"vcum"vq"guvkocvg"vjg"tgcn"
cig"qh"vjg"qnfguv"cpf"nctiguv"qcmu0
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