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Kp"vjg"Ctdqtgvwo"Vtqorgpdwti"qh"Tqvvgtfco"yg"Þpf"vyq"urgekogpu"qh"Quercus 

×warburgii qdvckpgf"htqo"Jknnkgtu"Pwtugt{."Ykpejguvgt."WM"kp"3;960"Ukpeg"vjgp."
vjku"qcm"jcu"dgeqog"oqtg"cpf"oqtg"qh"c"o{uvgt{"hqt"og0"K"ycpvgf"vq"mpqy"kvu"qtkikp."
dwv"kp"vjg"nkvgtcvwtg"cxckncdng"vq"og"K"eqwnf"Þpf"uqog"kphqtocvkqp"qpn{"kp"Dgcp"KKK."
rcig"742"yjgtg"c"iqqf"fguetkrvkqp"cpf"cnuq"c"jkuvqt{"ecp"dg"hqwpf0"Dgnqy"rngcug"
Þpf"vjg"vgzv"qh"Y0"L0"Dgcp"(Trees and Shrubs hardy in the British Isles):

Q. ×warburgii Camus   CAMBRIDGE OAK

Q. obtusata sens. Henry, not Humb. & Bonpl.; Q. genuensis Hort.;

Q. rugosa genuensis Hort.; Q. hartwegii var. glabrata Trcleasc

A semi-evergreen tree so far only known in cultivation, where it has attained 

a height of almost 60 ft (see below); young stems glabrous, greenish brown in late 

uwoogt."cigkpi"vq"itg{kuj"dtqyp0"Ngcxgu"rgtukuvkpi"qp"vjg"vtgg"wpvkn"urtkpi."tcvjgt"
leathery, obovatc to oblanceolate, mostly rounded at the apex, tapering from about 

vjg"okffng"vq"c"pcttqy"vtwpecvg."uqogvkogu"unkijvn{"cwtkengf"dcug."4"314""vq"7"kp0"
nqpi."3"314"vq"5"kp0"ykfg."fwnn"itggp"cpf"unkijvn{"twiqug"cdqxg."rcnkuj"itg{/itggp"
and rather veiny beneath, glabrous on both sides, margins shallowly and irregularly 

lobulate, the main lateral veins ending in short mucros; petiole glabrous, 1/4 to 1/2 

kp0"nqpi0"Htwkvu"dqtpg"ukpin{"qt"kp"rcktu"qp"hcktn{"ungpfgt"rgfwpengu"cdqwv"3"314"kp0"
nqpi="ceqtpu"incdtqwu."qxqkf."cdqwv"3"kp0"nqpi="ewr"jgokurjgtkecn."gpenqukpi"cdqwv"
one-third of the acorn, with numerous appressed scales which are grey-hairy at the 

base, glabrous and brown at the tips, and decrease in size from the base of the cup 

wryctfu0
Most and probably all the trees of Q. warburgii in this country were distributed 

d{"vjg"pwtugt{ocp"Uokvj"qv"Yqteguvgt"kp"vjg"3:92u."qt"fgtkxg"htqo"vjgug0"Jg"jcf"
received the seeds from rhe Genoa Botanic Garden in 1869 under the name Q. rugosa, 

and sent out grafted plants under the name Q. rugosa genuensis"*k0g0."Óqh"IgpqcÔ+0"
Kp"ÓGnygu"cpf"Jgpt{Ô"*Xqn0"7."r0"3534+."vjku"qcm"ycu"tghgttgf"vq"Q. obtusata, which, 

like the true Q. rugosa,"ku"c"Ogzkecp"urgekgu0"Kp"3;55."G0"H0"Yctdwti"rqkpvgf"qwv"
vjcv"vjku"kfgpvkÞecvkqp"ycu"kpeqttgev"cpf"rtqrqugf"hqt"kv"vjg"rtqxkukqpcn"pcog"Q. 

genuensis"Jqtv0"(Journ. R.H.S.,"Xqn0"7:."rr0"K:8/9+0"Hkpcnn{."kv"ycu"ikxgp"dqvcpkecn"
status by Mmc Camus in 1939 as Q. warburgii (Les Chenes,"Xqn0"4."rr0"843/5"cpf"
9;5+0"Ujg"itqwru"kv"ykvj"Q. obtusata but remarks that it differs in its smaller, more 

glabrous leaves, longer female catkins, and in the thinner, more appresscd scales 

qh"vjg"ewru0
The status of Q. warburgii"ku"wpegtvckp0"Yctdwti"cpf"Ecowu"dqvj"uwiiguvgf"

that it might be a hybrid, though neither mentioned the possibility that it might 

have Q. robur"cu"qpg"rctgpv0"Kp"hcev."kvu"tgugodncpeg"vq"vjg"eqooqp"qcm"ku"unkijv"
cpf"cp{yc{"uwrgtÞekcn0
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The planting date and origin of the famous tree in the University Botanic Garden, 

Cambridge, is not certain, but, like the Kew tree, it is grafted on common oak and 

eqwnf"dg"qpg"qh"vjg"ugv"ugpv"qwv"d{"Uokvj"qh"Yqteguvgt0"Kv"ogcuwtgu"7:"¥ 7 1/2 ft 

*3;8;+="kp"3;32"kv"ycu"5;"hv0"jkij"*Journ. R.H.S.,"Xqn0"63."r0":"cpf"Þi0"7+0"Vjg"vtgg"
at Kew, which came from Smith in 1875, measures 39 ¥"6"hv0"*3;89+0"Dqvj"vtggu"
dgct"hgtvkng"ceqtpu"swkvg"htgswgpvn{0

Qykpi"vq"o{"ewtkqukv{."K"ytqvg"vq"vjg"Dqvcpke"Ictfgp"qh"Ecodtkfig"hqt"ceqtpu0"
After several reminders they wrote to me that before being ripe, all acorns are 

eaten every year by gray squirrels and for that reason they could not comply with 

o{"tgswguvu0
Kp"vjg"ogcpvkog."K"qdugtxgf"vjcv"o{"vyq"urgekogpu"àqygtgf"cpf"ocfg"ceqtpu."

pqvykvjuvcpfkpi"vjg"hcev"vjcv"vjg{"ygtg"qpn{"42"{gctu"qnf0"Vjg"tgcuqp"hqt"vjku"gctn{"
maturation in my opinion is that the grafts were not knitted very well; the trees "felt" 

vjcv"vjg{"yqwnf"pqv"nkxg"nqpi"cpf"jcf"vq"ocmg"uwtg"vjcv"qhhurtkpi"ygtg"rtqfwegf0""
This may be due also to the typically early maturity of one of the putative parent 

species, Quercus rugosa0"Cp{jqy."K"iqv"o{"ceqtpu#
Collecting them, I found the peduncles of the fruits to be very long – between 

32"cpf"42"eo#"K"cnuq"hqwpf"vjcv" vjg"ceqtpu"ygtg"qpn{"jcnh"uk¦g"qh"pqtocn0"Dqvj"
hcevu"Dgcp"fqgu"pqv"ogpvkqp0"Dgcp."jqygxgt."uvcvgu"vjcv"kv"dgctu"hgtvkng"ceqtpu"swkvg"
htgswgpvn{0"Crrctgpvn{"vjg{"fkf"pqv"uqy"vjgo0"Yj{A

I did sow them, and from the offspring some 30 resembled pure Quercus robur 

cpf"qpn{"vyq"ygtg"nkmg"vjg"oqvjgt0"Jqygxgt."vjgug"vyq"uggfnkpiu"ctg"hwnn{"fgekfw-

qwu"cpf"uqogyjcv"nguu"ngcvjgt{0"Kv"ku"rquukdng"vjcv"cv"ocvwtkv{"vjg{"oc{"dgeqog"jcnh"
gxgtitggp"nkmg"vjg"oqvjgt0"Q. rugosa has leaves with a gray back, not pubescent; 

the F
1
"("H

2
"jcxg"vjcv"ucog"itc{"dcem0

From my investigation it seems clear that the pollen of the F
1
 came from Quercus 

robur0"Hwtvjgt"gxkfgpeg"ecp"dg"hqwpf"kp"vjg"hcev"vjcv"vjg"H
1
 peduncles of the fruits 

ctg"xgt{"nqpi0"Kp"vjku"ecug"rtqrgtvkgu"qh"dqvj"rctgpvu"oc{"jcxg"ecwugf"cp"kpetgcug"
qh"vjg"rgfwpeng"ngpivj"xkc"jgvgtquku0

It is a pity that the laws of Mendel and the proofs did not show the full origin, 

cu"jku"rtqqhu"ykvj"rgcu0"K"yqwnf"nkmg"vq"jcxg"hqwpf"cnuq"uqog"qhhurtkpi"tgugodnkpi"
pure Quercus rugosa0"
However, further proofs 

with F
2
 acorns someday 

oc{" ujqy" vjcv" cu"ygnn0"
We keep sowing, and 

oc{"Þpf"kp"vjku"yc{"vjg"
Þpcn"rtqqh"qh" vjg"qtkikp"
qh"vjg"qvjgt"rctgpv0

The description in 

Bean, coupled with my 

observations, leads me 

to suppose that Quercus 

rugosa was the F
1
 mother 

and Q. robur vjg"hcvjgt0"
Although I am 84 now, 

I hope to report again 

when having definite 

proof!


