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Note from the President

Dear Members of the International Oak Society,

In autumn 2005, the Bremen Botanic Garden in Northern Germany, well known 

for one of the largest Rhododendron collections worldwide, celebrated its 100th 

cppkxgtuct{0"Vjg"lwdkngg"oggvkpi"jcf"vjg"oqvvq"Ñdkqfkxgtukv{Ò"qp"kvu"rtqitcoog."
ykvj" urgcmgtu" htqo" cnn" ctqwpf" vjg"yqtnf0" "Qp" dgjcnh" qh" vjg" Kpvgtpcvkqpcn"Qcm"
Society, I gave a presentation about the biodiversity of oaks, and provided thirty 

fkhhgtgpv"qcmu"htqo"cnn"qxgt"vjg"yqtnf."cu"c"dktvjfc{"ikhv0""Vjgug"qcmu"ygtg"tckugf"
from acorns that I received directly from members and from the seed exchange of 

vjg"Kpvgtpcvkqpcn"Qcm"Uqekgv{."cpf"htqo"eqnngevkpi"vtkru"qticpkugf"d{"qwt"uqekgv{0""
Thanks to your contribution and your help, an oak collection in Northern Germany 

has been started!  Meanwhile, the interest in oaks and all subjects related to our 

hcxqtkvg"igpwu"itqyu"eqpuvcpvn{0""Kp"tgegpv"{gctu."cv"ngcuv"Þxg"oclqt"qcm"eqnngevkqpu"
have been founded or are planned in Europe, most of them with the help of the IOS, 

kp"hqto"qh"rncpvu"qt"kfgcu0"
As I wrote last year, our concern must go not only to collections, but also to 

vjg"pcvwtcn"uvcpfu"qh"qcmu"cpf"qcm"hqtguvu0"Yjknuv"vjg"rncpvkpi"qh"cp"qcm"eqnngevkqp"
is ex situ conservation, more important is the in situ conservation of oaks in their 

pcvwtcn"jcdkvcv0"Qpn{"kh"yg"ecp"ucxg"vjg"gequ{uvgou"yjgtg"qcmu"ctg"nkxkpi"ecp"yg"
ucxg"vjg"vtgg"kpxgpvqt{"kpenwfgf"kp"kv."hqt"vjg"nqpi"vgto0""Vjg"pgyguv"tgrqtv"qp"hqtguvu"
in Europe, just released in January 2006, reported that oaks are amongst the most 

ugtkqwun{"kphgevgf"vtggu"qh"egpvtcn"Gwtqrgcp"hqtguvu0""Kp"Igtocp{."73"'"qh"cnn"cfwnv"
qcm"vtggu"ctg"oqtg"qt"nguu"kp"fgenkpg0"Uqog"qh"qwt"ogodgtu"ctg"kpxqnxgf"kp"ucxkpi"
or replanting oak woods and forests, and many of our members do research with 

qcmu"cpf"qcm"gequ{uvgou0"K"jqrg"vjcv"yg."cu"Qcm"Uqekgv{"ogodgtu."ecp"eqpvkpw-

ously bundle knowledge and enthusiasm on this level, and perhaps increase these 

ghhqtvu"kp"vjg"hwvwtg0"
Cpqvjgt"curgev"qh"qcmu"ku"vjgkt"jqtvkewnvwtcn"qt"qtpcogpvcn"xcnwg0""Kv"ku"hcuekpcvkpi"

to see more and more American oak cultivars, with sometimes outstanding aspects, 

crrgctkpi"kp"vjg"vtcfg"kp"Pqtvj"Cogtkec"cpf"kp"Gwtqrg."cpf"kp"rctvu"qh"Cukc."cu"ygnn0""
Yg"ecp"gzrgev"oqtg"kp"vjg"pgct"hwvwtg0""Vjg"Kpvgtpcvkqpcn"Qcm"Uqekgv{"ugtxgu"cu"
registrar for oak cultivars, and spreads the word of the new entries via their publica-

vkqpu0""Vjku"ku"cp"korqtvcpv"vcum"hqt"wu0
The upcoming Fifth Triennial International Oak Conference in Texas will sum-

octk¦g"owej"qh"vjg"cevkxkvkgu"fqpg"d{"ogodgtu"qh"vjg"Kpvgtpcvkqpcn"Qcm"Uqekgv{0""
I hope you all have the chance to attend at this major event in our society’s life, 

and that you have time to take part, not only at the presentations but also on one 

qt"vyq"vqwtu"vjcv"yknn"dg"qticpkugf"kp"vjg"uwttqwpfkpiu"qh"qwt"Eqphgtgpeg"nqecvkqp0""
Fq"pqv"okuu"vjg"ejcpeg."cpf"fq"vt{"vq"eqog0"[qw"yknn"Þpf"oqtg"kphqtocvkqp"qp"vjg"
Conference in our newsletter, and on the website of the International Oak Society; 

ejgem"kv"htgswgpvn{"hqt"wrfcvgf"pgyu0
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Cv"vjku"Eqphgtgpeg."vjgtg"yknn"dg"cnuq"vjg"gngevkqp"qh"vjg"Dqctf"qh"Fktgevqtu0"
The three-year term of current Directors expires with the end of our Triennial 

oggvkpi0""Ykvjkp"vjg"eqokpi"yggmu"{qw"yknn"igv"kphqtocvkqp"cdqwv"vjg"dcnnqv."cpf"
K"jqrg"vjcv"{qw"yknn"rctvkekrcvg"kp"vjg"gngevkqp"qh"vjg"pgy"Dqctf"qh"Fktgevqtu0"[qwt"
vote is important!

This issue of International Oaks contains another compilation of articles deal-

kpi"ykvj"qcmu."ytkvvgp"d{"qwt"ogodgtu0""Qwt"lqwtpcn"uvc{u"cnkxg"qpn{"kh"ogodgtu"
eqpvkpwqwun{"eqpvtkdwvg"ctvkengu."ocmkpi"ÑInternational OaksÒ"c"fkxgtug"rwdnkecvkqp0""
In this issue, you will read about several oak species, such as Q. garryana, Q. alba, 

Q xwarburgii, and Q. robur, cpf"vjg"cvvgorvu"vq"rtgugtxg"c"ukping"qcm"vtgg0""[qw"
will learn about oaks serving as trail markers in history, about systematic problems 

in the Fagaceae"hcokn{."cpf"cdqwv"pgy"qcm"ewnvkxctu0"Cpf"{qw"yknn"Þpf"c"rqtvtckv"
qh"Ckofig"Ecowu."c"ncf{"yjq"fgxqvgf"owej"qh"jgt"nkhg"vq"vjg"uvwf{"qh"qcmu0""Vjg"
tguwnv"ku"vjku"Þpg"xqnwog."ghhgevkxgn{"rtqfwegf"ykvj"vjg"vkog/eqpuwokpi"yqtm"qh"
Tqp"Ncpeg"cpf"Iw{"Uvgtpdgti0""Vjcpmu"vq"cnn"eqpvtkdwvqtu."cpf"vq"vjg"gpvktg"Gfkvqtkcn"
Committee for this new journal! 

See you in Texas,

and best wishes,

Eike Jablonski

President

International Oak Society


