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Vjg"Iwfign"Qcm"Ï"Yqtmkpi"ykvj"c"Jkuvqtke"Vtgg

Iw{"Uvgtpdgti
Starhill Forest Arboretum, Petersburg, Illinois

all photos © Guy Sternberg

Vjg"uvqt{"dgicp"nqpi"ciq0"K"jcf"cfoktgf"hqt"fgecfgu"cp"qnf"yjkvg"qcm"*Quercus 

alba N+"itqykpi"cnqpi"c"twtcn"tqcf"pgct"qwt"jqog0"K"jcxg"vcmgp"ocp{"Qcm"Uqekgv{"
ogodgtu"htqo"ctqwpf"vjg"yqtnf""vq"ugg"vjg"vtgg"fwtkpi"nqecn"qcm"vqwtu0"C"hgy"htkgpfu"
and I decided to begin measuring and core-dating some of the most impressive 

trees in our county, so I suggested that we include this tree due to its size and to its 

rtqokpgpv"nqecvkqp"cnqpi"vjg"tqcf"tkijv"qh"yc{0
Yjgp"yg"gzcokpgf"vjg"vtgg"enqugn{."yg"pqvkegf"c"ugtkqwu"urnkv"kp"vjg"ockp"hqtm0"

Vjg"urnkv"rtqdcdn{"jcf"qeewttgf"nqpi"ciq."dwv"ycu"rncekpi"vjg"vtgg"*cpf"vjg"vtchÞe"
dgnqy+"kp"lgqrctf{"fwtkpi"ykpf"cpf"keg/nqcfkpi"gxgpvu0"Yg"rtqeggfgf"vq"eqtg"vjg"
qcm"cpf"kv"ycu"ujqyp"vq"fcvg"vq"397;."ocmkpi"kv"qpg"qh"vjg"qnfguv"vtggu"kp"vjg"ctgc0"
This age was derived via extrapolation (a common practice in coring large trees) 

dgecwug"vjg"eqtg"ycu"kpeqorngvg"fwg"vq"c"nctig"jqnnqy"kp"vjg"egpvgt"qh"vjg"vtwpm0
Yg"eqwnf"jcxg"ocfg"c"hgy"pqvgu"cpf"oqxgf"qp0"Dwv"K"eqwnf"pqv"ngv"vjku"qnf"

xgvgtcp"eqpvkpwg"vq"vt{"vq"uvcpf"qp"kvu"qyp."ykvj"pq"jgnr"fwtkpi"hwvwtg"uvqtou0"Yg"cnn"
know that, sooner or later, such trees come tumbling down, and I now was culpable 

– I had seen the split and I had become aware of the hollow trunk! I set out to raise 

hwpfu"vq"jcxg"vjg"vtgg"ecdngf"cpf"rtwpgf0"Vjkpiu"tcrkfn{"hgnn"kpvq"rnceg0"
Vjg"Þtuv"qtfgt"qh"dwukpguu"ycu"vq"ikxg"vjg"vtgg"c"rgtuqpcnkv{"Ï"i.e.."c"pcog0"Kv"

grew along Gudgel Road adjacent to land originally homesteaded by the Gudgel 

hcokn{0"ÑIwfignÒ"ku"wpkswg"gpqwij"vjcv"rgqrng"vgpf"vq"tgogodgt"vjg"pcog"yjgp"
vjg{"jgct"kv."uq"K"pcogf"kv"vjg"Iwfign"Qcm0"Vjku"icxg"wu"c"ugnnkpi"rqkpv<"ÑJgnr"ucxg"
vjg"Iwfign"Qcm#Ò

The State Journal-Register newspaper outdoor editor (a friend and outstanding 

pcvwtcnkuv+"tcp"cp"ctvkeng"cdqwv"vjg"vtgg"cpf"vjg"rtqrqucn"vq"yqtm"qp"kv0"C"nqecn"pqp/
rtqÞv"qticpk¦cvkqp"citggf"vq"ceegrv"vjg"eqpvtkdwvkqpu."itcpvkpi"fqpqtu"vjg"dgpgÞv"
qh"kvu"vcz/fgfwevkdng"uvcvwu0"C"egtvkÞgf"ctdqtkuv"uvgrrgf"hqtyctf"cpf"citggf"vq"fq"
the work for the cost of paying his crew – his own time and equipment would be 

hwtpkujgf"cv"pq"ejctig0"Fqpcvkqpu"dgicp"rqwtkpi"kp"htqo"vjg"nqecn"eqoowpkv{"cu"
ygnn"cu"htqo"qvjgt"ekvkgu"cpf"qvjgt"uvcvgu."fwg"vq"vjg"pgyu"urtgcfkpi"qp"vjg"Kpvgtpgv0"
Ocp{"rgqrng"eqpvtkdwvgf"c"hgy"fqnnctu."cpf"c"hgy"icxg"jwpftgfu0"Uqog"qh"vjgo"
told me that they never had an opportunity before to help save an old tree, and they 

hgnv"c"ugpug"qh"ucvkuhcevkqp"kp"rctvkekrcvkpi"kp"qwt"rtqlgev0
As the work was being planned, an artist (and Oak Society member) from Chi-

eciq"qhhgtgf"vq"etgcvg"c"rncswg"hqt"vjg"vtgg0"Vjgp"c"nqecn"uvqpg"ocuqp"xqnwpvggtgf"
vq"fqpcvg"c"nctig"*3922/rqwpf"1"972/mknq+"dqwnfgt"cpf"oqwpv"vjg"rncswg"qp"kv0"C"
concrete contractor donated concrete for the base for the rock, and another contractor 

fwi"vjg"hqqvkpi"hqt"vjg"dcug"cpf"rncegf"vjg"tqem"ykvj"jku"gzecxcvqt0"Vjg"nqecn"tqcf"
supervisor gave permission for the work to be done on the road right of way, handled 

vtchÞe"eqpvtqn"hqt"wu."cpf"gxgp"dwknv"c"uocnn"rctmkpi"nqv"hqt"xkgykpi"vjg"vtgg0"
Tree work included pruning (removing all major dead wood and reducing the 

weight on the limbs supported by the splitting stem), installing reinforcing cables 

high in the crown, cleaning out surrounding brush to remove competition and in-
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etgcug"xkukdknkv{."cpf"hgtvknk¦kpi0"Kv"ycu"fqpg"kp"gctn{"urtkpi."lwuv"cu"dwf"uygnn"dgicp."
vq"hceknkvcvg"kfgpvkÞecvkqp"cpf"tgoqxcn"qh"fgcf"yqqf0"Gxgt{vjkpi"ycu"eqorngvgf"
kp"qpg"fc{."ykvj"c"Þxg/ocp"etgy"cpf"ugxgtcn"rkgegu"qh"jgcx{"gswkrogpv0"Vjgp"vjg"
yqtm"qp"vjg"oqpwogpv"ycu"fqpg"vjg"hqnnqykpi"yggm0"

Extensive publicity helped to raise donations of money and services from several 

uvcvgu0
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Looking up into the crown of the Gudgel Oak, a Quercus alba cdqwv"472"{gctu"qh"cig0"
Vjg"dtcpej"uvwdu"xkukdng"qp"vjg"nqygt"vtwpm"tgockp"htqo"c"dtqcf"etqyp"eqpÞtokpi"
vjg"ucxcppc"qtkikp"qh"vjku"vtgg"kp"egpvtcn"Knnkpqku0
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Qp"Ucvwtfc{."9"Oc{"4227."c"fgfkecvkqp"egtgoqp{"ycu"jgnf0"Ocp{"qh"vjg"fqpqtu"
participated, coming from as far away as Kansas City, and a follow-up article was 

rwdnkujgf"kp"ugxgtcn"nqecn"pgyurcrgtu0"Vjg"eqoowpkv{"ecp"vcmg"rtkfg"kp"vjgkt"urgekcn"
oak tree, and know that every reasonable effort has been made to extend its life for 

hwvwtg"igpgtcvkqpu"vq"crrtgekcvg0"
This tree was worth saving, as a source of community pride and awareness and 

c"nkxkpi"nkpm"vq"vjg"rtg/ugvvngogpv"jkuvqt{"qh" vjg"tgikqp0"Dwv"oqtg"korqtvcpvn{."K"
hope others will see such opportunities in their own communities, and believe that 

vjg{"cnuq"ecp"jgnr"ucxg"qvjgt"jkuvqtke"qt"urgekcn"vtggu"cpf"ncpfuecrgu0"Qpeg"iqpg."
qnf"cpf"tctg"vtggu"ecppqv"dg"tguvqtgf0

Arborists entering the tree crown to prune and cable
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Kpuvcnnkpi"tgkphqtekpi"ecdngu"qp"qpg"qh"vjg"oclqt"ukfg"nkodu."jkij"kp"vjg"etqyp0
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The main fork of the trunk, showing the split that caused the project to be under-

vcmgp0
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The Gudgel Oak (Quercus alba), core-dated to 1759, is one of several historic trees 

inventoried in Menard County, Illinois –it was a seedling during the French and 

Kpfkcp"Yct"qh"vjg"3972u0


