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A Gallery of our History

Guy Sternberg, Journal Editor
Starhill Forest Arboretum, Petersburg, Illinois USA 

Where did we come from? Most members may not know about the humble 
beginnings of this organization. Others will remember, to varying degrees, 
the sequence of triennial conferences and other activities that have led to the 
present. Perhaps the recollections expressed in this journal issue by the four prior 
presidents unwrapped a faint memory or two for you. But a picture is worth a 
thousand words.

Our popular photo gallery section in previous issues has covered oaks from 
North America, Europe, and Asia, along with a view of historic oak illustrations. 
This time, we are taking a different direction. We are a worldwide organization 
of oak people, and the people part is just as important as the oak part. As my 
final journal gallery, I have decided to forego the traditional oak illustrations and 
focus instead upon something retrospective that I hope will generate emotional 
responses from every member. There may be tears for those you see and remember 
here who are no longer with us. There could be some amusement at how some of 
us have changed over the decades. There should be ample respect for the efforts 
involved in overcoming uncertainty to create the premier oak organization on the 
planet, with hundreds of members from nearly every continent. There definitely 
should be overwhelming awe for the level of expertise represented within our 
membership roster, and for the quality and diversity of information offered by 
them and by our other authors and conference speakers. Finally, I believe there 
will be admiration for the trees now growing in so many countries that began with 
our seed exchanges, and excited anticipation for what is yet to follow. 

Hopefully, there also will be a renewal of vigor and energy as we launch into 
our third decade and our seventh triennial conference this fall. This is my farewell 
offering to you, as I pass the journal editorship to a successor who will bring some 
of that new vigor and energy to this publication. 

I have met many of my very best friends here. I’ve seen places I could never 
have visited, or even known about, on my own. I have learned so much from so 
many outstanding people, some of whom are the world’s foremost authorities 
on their subjects. I’ve grown our Quercetum at Starhill Forest into one of the 
most comprehensive living collections in North America. I have grown old with 
you, and I have thoroughly enjoyed every bit of the hard work it has taken to 
get to this point. I urge every member to look at the glimpses of history on the 
following pages, and then consider participating more actively in our journal, 
newsletter, seed exchanges, web site content, on-line oak discussion group, oak 
tours, member recruitment, conferences, board of directors, or committees. Do 
something that will engage your successors to be inspired. Find your niche -- a 
place to become an even more effective part of this grand ride. 

And look closely at the photos -- everyone is always smiling!
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Our First Seed Exchange and Business Meeting
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