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The IOS held four Oak Open Days events in one month and two 

hemispheres so far this year. Over 70 people participated, and if we 

count hosts and guides, over 100 oak-folk were involved at events 

held in Australia, New Zealand, Belgium, and the UK between May 8 

and June 8. Each event spanned several days (16 in total), so there is 

a lot to cover in reporting on them. Reports of events in Australia, 

New Zealand, and Belgium are already published on the IOS web-

site; the UK OOD report will be published in coming weeks. Tradi-

tionally, we have not organized other events during Confer-

ence years, but this time the Tour and Events Committee 

opted to do so anyway, allowing many members not able to 

participate in the Conference to take part in an IOS event. 

2025 will surely prove our most active year yet: the 

Conference and Pre- and Post-Conference Tours will 

complete our schedule of events for this year, in 

addition to four quarterly Webinars. Thank you to 

all participants!  

The Newsletter of the International Oak Society, Volume 29, No. 2 2025 



                                                                   Oak News & Notes          

2 

Uniting for Oaks: Mesoa-
merican Oak Research 
at the ATBC Meeting in 
Oaxaca, Mexico 
by Tarin Toledo Aceves 

T his July, twelve passionate researchers and practi-tioners from Guatemala, Costa Rica, Colombia, 
Mexico, and the United States came together in Oaxa-
ca, Mexico, to share the latest findings on Mesoameri-
can oaks. The gathering took place during the annual 
meeting of the Association for Tropical Biology and 
Conservation (ATBC), offering a unique opportunity 
to spotlight these ecologically and culturally im-
portant trees. 

Despite the significance of Mesoamerican oaks, many 
gaps persist in our knowledge of them. We still lack 
detailed information about their population sizes, role 
in forest succession, geographic distributions, threats, 
and responses to climate change. Adding to the chal-
lenge is the complexity of oak identification, which 
hampers efforts to monitor biodiversity and imple-
ment effective conservation strategies. 

The symposium emphasized how new insights into 
oak responses to environmental disturbance can guide 
more targeted conservation actions. It also called for 
restoration and conservation efforts to urgently con-
sider the impacts of climate change and biodiversity 
lossðwhile integrating social dimensions that are too 
often overlooked in ecological studies. 

Presenters shared cutting-edge research on oak taxon-
omy, evolutionary history, and ecological dynamics. 
They also explored promising strategies such as as-
sisted migration to help vulnerable species adapt to 
changing climates. Importantly, the symposium high-
lighted how understanding the values and perspec-
tives of smallholder communitiesðand addressing 
barriers to their participationðcan strengthen conser-
vation and restoration initiatives and foster long-term 
success. 

The overarching aim of the symposium was to assess 
what we currently know, identify critical research 
needs, and build alliances to better protect endangered 
oak species. Please see the IOS website (bit.ly/
Uniting4Oaks) for a summary of the research papers 
presented, each contributing a piece to the broader 
puzzle of oak conservation in Mesoamerica. 

Israel Oak Association  
Conference at Ramat Hanadiv 
by Ezra Barnea 

T he Alonei Israel Association (Israel Oak Associa-
tion) was inaugurated in April 2019 in a Confer-

ence and Membersô Meeting held at the auditorium of 
Ramat Hanadiv. It was established as an initiative of 
eight founding members, following my return from 
the Conference of the International Oak Society in 
Davis, California. In September 2022, the Associa-
tion, in collaboration with the Jerusalem Botanical 
Gardens, held a Conference in memory of the late Mi-
chael Avishai, the Scientific Manager of the Gardens 
since their establishment. 

In July 2025, the third Conference was initiated and 
organized by the Israel Oak Association. It was held 
again in Ramat Hanadiv in collaboration with its man-
agement. The scope of this Conference was: ñOak 
trees under climate changeò.  

The Conference was opened by the CEO of Ramat 
Hanadiv, Heli Jacobs, Ezra Barnea, and Omri 
Bonneh, the CEO of the Association. Throughout the 
day, nine lectures were delivered by top researchers in 
Israel from academia, KKL (JNF), and forestry pro-
fessionals. Topics discussed included the impact of 
grazing and pruning and thinning oak forests on their 
development and their resilience to wildfires, oaks 
distribution limits in Mt. Hermon and Golan Heights, 

Participants in the Symposium, from left to right: Silvia Ćlvarez-Clare, 

Maura Quezada, Andr®s Torres Miranda, Mar²a Toledo Garibaldi, 

Tarin Toledo Aceves, Antonio Gonz§lez Rodr²guez, Kenneth Bar-

rantes Fallas, Kate Good, Hernando Rodr²guez Correa, Heiner Aceve-

do Mairena. (David Douterlungne and Emma Villase¶or S§nchez are 

missing in the photo.) 

https://bit.ly/Uniting4Oaks
https://bit.ly/Uniting4Oaks
https://baloot.org.il/%d7%90%d7%95%d7%93%d7%95%d7%aa%d7%99%d7%a0%d7%95/
https://www.ramat-hanadiv.org.il/en/
https://www.internationaloaksociety.org/content/uc-davis-delivers-outstanding-conference
https://baloot.org.il/blog/omri-boneh-ioa-chairman/
https://baloot.org.il/blog/omri-boneh-ioa-chairman/
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human-forest interactions, and a large-scale commu-
nity-based oak forest planting project. The Confer-
ence was attended by 120 participants. 

Since its founding, the Association has expanded its 
old oak trees surveying project in Israel to include 
additional areas such as landscape surveys, chrono-
logical forest surveys, and more. To date, over 3,500 
oak trees with diameters of 50 cm and above have 
been marked as part of the mapping project. Another 
strategic activity of the Association is supporting over 
10 community-based action groups that carry out pro-
jects of planting trees, with a focus on increasing the 
planting of native oak species and other native broad-
leaves of the Mediterranean woodland in Israel. 

The Association is currently in a period of growth in 
our activity, and we look forward with anticipation to 
further expansion, joining of new members, and in-
creased activity.  
 

Sad News from England 
by Steve Potter 

T he Major Oak of Sherwood Forest in Notting-hamshireðquite possibly Britainôs best known 
and most celebrated oak treeðappears to be close to 
death. 

This veteran pedunculate oak (Quercus robur) has 
variously been estimated to be between 800 and 1,100 
years old and because of its location it has in the past 
been fancifully linked to (possibly fictitious) Robin 
Hood and his band of outlaws. This link and the treeôs 
resulting celebrity may be indirectly responsible for 
its current condition: it has, as one commentator put 
it, ñbeen loved to death.ò 

The tree was looking relatively healthy throughout the 
first decade of this century, but concern for its condi-
tion has been growing over recent years, especially 
during the last three, which have experienced spring 

and summer drought conditions and high tempera-
tures. This has been compounded by the known soil 
compaction, caused by the feet of thousands of visi-
tors.  A fence had been installed around the tree in the 
mid-1970s and no doubt this prevented any further 
compaction, but the damage had been done. The Roy-
al Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), which 
currently has responsibility for the tree, commis-
sioned a root radar survey and follow-up ñground-
truthingò showed that the root system was much re-
duced and in poor condition. 

Further analysis by a specialist laboratory disclosed 
an almost complete lack of mycorrhizae. It appears 
that the fungal partners usually associated with these 
oaks had deserted the tree, which consequently suf-
fered a disastrous reduction in its capacity to take up 
water, exacerbated by the recent drought conditions. 

As the photograph above shows, the tree had partially 
leafed out in the spring of this year but many of the 
stunted leaves subsequently died back. 

A lecture in session at the Israel Oak Association Conference held at Ramat Hanadiv, July 3, 2025  

The Major Oak in June 2025 É Chloe Ryder  

https://tinyurl.com/IORegistry

